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Litigation Practice Cla Action/Ma Action/MDL

Aout
teve Herman ha more than 30 ear of experience repreenting oth plaintiff and defendant in
commercial, cla action, and profeional liailit matter, and i often called on to provide expert
tetimon in thee area.

Hi recent work include umitting a erie of declaration in upport of cla counel’ ucceful fee
petition in the multi-illion-dollar Aqueou Film-Forming Foam MDL ettlement; erving a a pecial
mater to review litigation expene and allocate award to hundred of plaintiff in a multi-million-
dollar landfill ettlement; and conducting an independent ethic invetigation of the parih’ Inpector
General at the requet of the Jefferon Parih thic and Compliance Commiion.

“teve i a fantatic lawer.” —Product Liailit: Plaintiff Client, Chamer and Partner

teve maintain a road civil practice, handling matter ranging from highwa defect and product
liailit cae to fire and flood loe, attorne fee dipute, emploment cae, and pecial appellate
work efore the Louiiana upreme Court and other court of appeal. Notal, he wa appointed in
2010 to erve a one of two Liaion and Lead Cla Counel for all uinee, individual, and local
government involved in the Deepwater Horizon/P Oil pill litigation.

tephen J. Herman
pecial Counel
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teve teache an advanced tort eminar on cla action at Loola Univerit New Orlean College of
Law and an advanced civil procedure coure in complex litigation at Tulane Univerit Law chool. He
ha given numerou peeche on conumer fraud, toacco, maritime, and managed care litigation;
complex dicover, electronic dicover, and poliation; preemption, privilege, trial preparation,
depoition trateg, motion practice, legal ethic and profeionalim, cla action, and complex
litigation. He i the author of America and the Law: Challenge for the 21t Centur, and he maintain a What’
New in the Court law log (or “lawg”) at GravierHoue.com.

teve i a fellow of oth the International Academ of Trial Lawer and the Litigation Counel of
America, and he i a memer of the American Law Intitute (ALI). He i a pat preident of the Louiiana
Aociation for Jutice (LAJ), and he currentl erve a chair of the organization’ Amicu Curiae
Committee. He i alo an active memer of the American Aociation for Jutice (AAJ), currentl erving
a chair of it Amicu Curiae Committee and—ince 2014—a a Louiiana repreentative on the oard of
Governor. He alo erve a the chair of the AAJ’ AI Tak Force and Treaurer of the AAJ ndowment
oard. Mot recentl, the AAJ oard elected teve a a memer of the 2025-26 AAJ xecutive
Committee. teve i alo a memer of the Civil Jutice Reearch Initiative oard of Director at
erkele Law.

teve erved a the 2023-24 preident of the New Orlean ar Aociation. He i the chair of the
Louiiana tate ar Aociation’ (LA) ection on Cla Action, Ma Tort, and Complex Litigation,
and he currentl erve on the tanding LA Rule of Profeional Conduct Committee. teve alo
erved for ix ear a a Lawer Chair for one of the Louiiana Diciplinar oard Hearing Committee,
and he i a patron fellow of the American ar Foundation.

teve i a former Louiiana Appleeed oard memer, a former outheat Louiiana Legal ervice oard
memer, and a pat preident of oth the National Civil Jutice Intitute (formerl the Pound Civil
Jutice Intitute) and the Civil Jutice Foundation.

In 2017, teve wa preented with the talwart Award, LAJ’ highet honor, and in 2018 he received the
Harr Philo Award from the AAJ. He wa named a finalit for the Pulic Jutice (formerl the Trial
Lawer for Pulic Jutice) Trial Lawer of the Year in 2005.

teve i ranked and 1 in Chamer UA (Louiiana) for Litigation: Mainl Plaintiff and and 4
(Nationwide) for Product Liailit: Plaintiff. He ha een recognized  et Lawer® in man
categorie, including a the 2026 “Lawer of the Year” in New Orlean for oth Peronal Injur
Litigation – Plaintiff and Ma Tort Litigation/Cla Action – Plaintiff. teve ha alo een recognized
a a Top 10 Louiiana Lawer  uper Lawer ince 2021. He ha een recognized  other pulication
a well, including Lawdragon, National Law Journal lite, New Orlean Magazine Top Lawer, and Who’
Who. teve wa named a New Orlean Cituine Leaderhip-in-the-Law (LiL) Recipient in 2010, 2017,
and 2018 efore eing inducted into the Hall of Fame.

teve received a .A. from Dartmouth College, where he wa awarded Citation of xcellence in the
tud of Milton and hakepeare and won the leanor Frot Plawriting Competition with hi one-act
pla, The Phoenix leep Tonight. He wa named Order of the Coif at Tulane Law chool, where he
graduated magna cum laude.
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After graduating from Tulane, teve clerked for Jutice Harr T. Lemmon of the Louiiana upreme
Court.

xperience

Recognition

In re Oil pill  the Oil Rig Deepwater Horizon, 21 F.upp.3d 657 (.D.La. 2014) (Phae One Trial
Finding & Concluion that P wa guilt of gro negligence and reckle and willful
miconduct) (Co-Liaion Counel for Plaintiff and memer of the Trial Team).

In re Oil pill  the Oil Rig Deepwater Horizon, 910 F.upp.2d 891 (.D.La. 2012), aff’d, 739 F.3d
790 (5th Cir. 2014), rehearing en anc denied, 756 F.3d 320 (5th Cir. 2014), cert. denied, 135 .Ct. 734
(2014) (approving P conomic & Propert Damage Cla ettlement), and, 295 F.R.D. 112
(.D.La. 2013) (approving P Medical enefit Cla ettlement) (ettlement in xce of $12.9
illion) (Co-Lead Cla Counel), and, No.10-2179, Rec. Doc. 22252 (.D.La. Fe. 15, 2017), aff’d,
934 F.3d 434 (5th Cir. 2019) (approving Ditriution Model for $1.25 illion
Halliurton/Tranocean Cla ettlement) (Co-Lead Cla Counel).

Hernandez v. Knauf, No.09-6050, 2010 WL 1710434, In re Chinee-Manufactured Drwall Product
Liailit Litigation, MDL No. 2047 (.D.La. April 27, 2010) (awarding over $164,000 in remediation
and other damage, plu interet, cot, and reaonale attorne’ fee, in firt ellwether trial,
holding that all drwall, inulation, entire electrical tem, HVAC tem and copper pluming
mut e removed) (Co-Lead Trial Counel).

In re Chinee-Manufactured Drwall Product Liailit Litigation, 424 F.upp.3d 456 (.D.La.
2020) (approving cla ettlement of $248 Million againt Chinee Manufacturer) (ettlement
Cla Counel); (ee alo, Amorin v. Taihan, 861 Fed.Appx. 730 (11th Cir. 2021) (affirming
common enefit fee award)); (ee alo, Frego v. ettlement Cla Counel, 16 F.4th 1181 (5th Cir.
2021) (dimiing appeal  individual clamemer)).

Chamer UA (Louiiana): and 1, Litigation: Mainl Plaintiff, ince 2022

Chamer UA (Nationwide): and 4, Product Liailit: Plaintiff, ince 2015

uper Lawer: Top 10 Louiiana Lawer, Ranked #1 ince 2023; Ranked ince 2021

uper Lawer: Top 50 Louiiana Lawer, ince 2014

uper Lawer: Top 50 New Orlean Lawer, ince 2014

uper Lawer: General Litigation, Cla Action & Ma Tort, and Product Liailit, ince 2007

et Lawer®: "Lawer of the Year," Peronal Injur Litigation – Plaintiff and Ma Tort
Litigation/Cla Action – Plaintiff, New Orlean, 2026

<i>Inide New Orlean'</i>: Reader' Favorite lite Lawer Lit for Cla Action Law, 2025

et Lawer®: "Lawer of the Year," Ma Tort Litigation/Cla Action - Plaintiff, New
Orlean, 2024
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Media

Pulication Preentation

The et Lawer in America®: Admiralt and Maritime Law, Appellate Practice, Commercial
Litigation, thic and Profeional Reponiilit Law, Legal Malpractice Law – Defendant,
Legal Malpractice Law – Plaintiff, Ma Tort Litigation/Cla Action – Plaintiff, Peronal
Injur Litigation – Plaintiff, and Product Liailit Litigation – Plaintiff, ince 2013

New Orlean Magazine: Top Lawer Lit for Ma Tort Litigation/Cla Action, 2025

New Orlean Magazine: Top Lawer for Ma Tort Litigation/Cla Action, 2024

Lawdragon: 500 Leading Plaintiff Conumer Lawer, 2019-2023

Lawdragon: 500 Leading Lawer in America, 2013-2018

Awarded the American Aociation of Jutice' Harr Philo Award, 2018

Awarded the Louiiana Aociation of Jutice' talwart Award, 2017

Fellow of the International Academ of Trial Lawer, ince 2015

New Orlean Cituine: Leaderhip in Law Honoree and Hall of Fame Memer, 2010, 2017, 2018

enior Fellow of the Litigation Counel of America

“Laer of Lawer: Paring the Complexitie of Claimant Repreentation in Ma Tort MDL,”
co-authored with Lnn A. aker, Lewi & Clark Law Review, Vol.24, Iue No.2, p.469 (pring
2020).*

“Dutie Owed  Appointed Counel to MDL Litigant Whom The Do Not Formall
Repreent” Loola Law Review, Vol. 64, p.1 (pring 2018).**

“The Long Arc of Jutice” Louiiana Advocate Vol. XXX, No.8 (Aug. 2015).

“How I pent M ummer Vacation (and till Rememer the Leon Learned)” Louiiana
Advocate Vol. XXX, No.6 (June 2015).

“Peronal Remark” Louiiana Advocate Vol. XXX, No.5 (Ma 2015).

“Hot Coffee” Louiiana Advocate Vol. XXX, No. 2 (Fe. 2015).

“To Protect and Preerve an Independent Judiciar” Louiiana Advocate Vol. XXIX, No. 12 (Dec.
2014).

“tanding on the houlder of Thoe Who Came efore U” Louiiana Advocate Vol. XXIX, No.
10 (Oct. 2014).

“How to Maximize the Advantage of -Mail and liminate the Rik” Louiiana Advocate (Aug.
2007), p.6.

“eing a avv logger” Louiiana Advocate (Jul 2007), p.12.

“U.. upreme Court Rule Aetoi Victim Can Recover Damage aed on Fear of Cancer”
Louiiana Advocate Vol.XVII, No.6, p.7 (June 2003).
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* Cited in Clopton & Rave, MDL in the tate, 115 Nw.U.L.Rev. 1649, 1651 n.3 (2021).
** Cited and quoted with approval in Cae v. Denton, No.17-521, 2018 WL 4205153 (.D.Ill. ept. 4, 2018).

“Federal Court Uphold Right of Plaintiff Who Opted Out of Nationwide Cla Action
ettlement to Purue Individual Claim” Louiiana Advocate Vol. XVIII, No. 1, p.14 (Jan. 2003).

“TLPJ Urge Trial Lawer to Fight Court ecrec” Louiiana Advocate Vol.XVII, No.6, p.13 (June
2002).

“Roark v. Humana:  What Thi New Deciion Mean for Your Medical Malpractice Cae
Involving HMO” Louiiana Advocate Vol. XVIII, No. 1, p.8 (Jan. 2003).

“Fighting Mandator Aritration” Louiiana Advocate Vol.XVII, No.5, p.13 (Ma 2002).

“Propoed Change to Rule 23: Conulting with Practicing Attorne” idear Vol. 3, No. 2, p.7
(pring 2002), reprinted in, The Federal Lawer Vol. 49, No.8, p.14 (ept. 2002).

Review of In Defene of Tort Law, TRIAL Magazine Nov. 2001, p.86.

“Undertanding poliation of vidence” TRIAL Magazine Mar. 2001, p.45.

“The Ue and Aue of Privilege in Dicover” Autralian Product Liailit Reporter, Vol. 10, No. 5
(June 1999).

“Federal Preemption: Geier and It Implication” Louiiana Advocate Vol.XVI, No. 1, p.8 (Jan.
2001).

“vidence Preervation and poliation” TRIAL Magazine, (ept. 2005) p.50.

Contriuting Author, “Procedure and tandard for Ojection and ettlement of Ojection
Under Rule 23(e)(5)” Guideline and et Practice Implementing 2018 Amendment to Rule 23 (Duke Law
chool Center for Judicial tudie) (Aug. 2018).

ditorial oard, Guideline and et Practice Implementing 2018 Amendment to Rule 23 (Duke Law
chool Center for Judicial tudie) (Aug. 2018).

Contriuting Author, “Lead Counel Dutie” tandard and et Practice for Large and Ma Tort
MDL (olch Judicial Intitute, Duke Law chool) (ept. 2018).

“ack to aic – riefing and Arguing Motion” TRIAL Magazine (Oct. 2019) p.18, and, reprinted
in revied and edited form, a: “Tip for riefing and Arguing Motion” Louiiana Advocate (Nov.
2019) p.9.

“Percentage Fee Award in Common Fund Cae” Tulane Law Review Vol. 74, No. 5-6, p.2033
(June 2000).

poliation of vidence” Civil Trial Practice: Winning Technique of ucceful Trial Attorne (Lawer &
Judge Pulihing, 2000), revied and reprinted in, Aircraft Accident Recontruction and Litigation
(Lawer & Judge Pulihing, 2003).

“HMO Litigation” Tort Litigation: Preparation and Tactic – 2000 and eond (Wet 2003).

America and the Law: Challenge for the 21t Centur, Autin & Winfield, 1998, (revied edition, Gravier
Houe Pre, 1999).



“Ue of xpert Tetimon in Federal Complex Litigation,” Louiiana Law Review Volume 86
mpoium, aton Rouge, La., Fe. 6, 2026.

“merging Challenge to the Profeion in the ra of Political Diviion and AI,” New Orlean
ar Aociation Procratinator’ Program(m) CL, New Orlean, La., Dec. 30, 2025.

“xpert – Preparation and Preentation in Light of volving Rule,” New Orlean ar
Aociation Procratinator’ Program(m) CL, New Orlean, La., Dec. 29, 2025.

“Legal thic: Update of Recent Deciion,” Tulane Law chool 34th Annual -The-Hour CL,
New Orlean, La., Dec. 29, 2025.

“Illutrating Your tor: Viual Advocac in the Digital Age,” New Orlean ar Aociation
Mater of the Courtroom(m) – Procratinator’ Program(m) CL, New Orlean, La., Dec. 11,
2025.

“merging Challenge to the Profeion in the ra of Political Diviion and AI,” New Orlean
ar Aociation 11th Hour Profeionalim CL, New Orlean, La., Nov. 25, 2025.

“The Next ig Cae,” 2025 Injur oard ummit, avannah, Ga., Oct. 10, 2025.

“Artificial Intelligence: thical, videntiar, and Liailit Implication and Iue,” 2025 AA
National pecialization Roundtale, Tulane Law chool, New Orlean, La., ept. 26, 2025.

“How hould Liailit e Ditriuted in the AI Value Chain?” IAPP AI Governance Gloal North
America Conference, oton, Ma., ept. 18, 2025.

“merging Iue in Legal thic” Louiiana tate ar Aociation 2025 thic & Profeionalim
ummer Rerun eminar, New Orlean, La., June 13, 2025.

“The Dicover ra: I It Worth Filing the Motion?” New Orlean ar Aociation 2025 ench
ar Conference, Gulf hore, Ala., Mar. 28, 2025.

“Wh Knowing Admiralt Law Ma e Important to Your Practice” Wetern Trial Lawer
Aociation 2025 Winter Conference, Jackon, Woming, Fe. 26 – Mar. 1, 2025.

“xpert Witnee in Complex Litigation and the 2023 Amendment to Rule 702” Louiiana Law
Review Volume 85 mpoium – Taming the eat: Cla Action, MDL, and Complex
Litigation, aton Rouge, La., Fe. 7, 2025.

“Litigation Financing and it thical Implication” Louiiana Law Review Volume 85 mpoium –
Taming the eat: Cla Action, MDL, and Complex Litigation, aton Rouge, La., Fe. 7, 2025.

“Latet on Product MDL and What’ Next in Thi Area of the Law” New Orlean ar
Aociation Procratinator’ Program CL, New Orlean, La., Dec. 19, 2024.m 

“Marketing, Mentoring, and Managing Information: What the AA Ha to a Aout Literv,
Google Review, and Related Topic” Louiiana Aociation for Jutice 2024 Lat Chance CL
eminar, New Orlean, La., Dec. 12, 2024.

“ffective Depoition Tactic: trategie for ucce” New Orlean ar Aociation CL, New
Orlean, La., Nov. 6, 2024.

“The Interection of OPA, CRCLA, and General Maritime Law” Louiiana tate ar
Aociation 31t Annual Admiralt mpoium, New Orlean, La., Oct. 30, 2024.



“merging Iue in Legal thic” Louiiana tate ar Aociation thic & Profeionalim CL,
New Orlean, La., ept. 30, 2024.

“merging thical Iue in Cla Action” American Aociation for Jutice 2024 National
Convention, Nahville, Tenn., Jul 21, 2024.

“thical Iue with Artificial Intelligence” American Aociation for Jutice 2024 National
Convention, Nahville, Tenn., Jul 21, 2024.

“Artificial Intelligence, Judge, and Legal thic” National Civil Jutice Intitute 2024 Forum for
tate Appellate Court Judge panel, Nahville, Tenn., Jul 20, 2024.

“Uing AI in Your Practice: thical Iue and How Court and ar Aociation are
Reponding” Louiiana Aociate for Jutice weinar, Ma 14, 2024.

“Reflection on P Oil pill Litigation” AOTA outheat Chapter Conference, New Orlean,
La., Apr. 19, 2024.

“Reviiting the Deepwater Horizon Litigation” Tulane’ nerg Law Center and nerg
Intitute, New Orlean, La., Apr. 4, 2024.

“thic for Uing ChatGPT/AI in Your Practice” AAJ Mid-Winter Convention, Autin, Tex., Fe.
12, 2024.

“Legal thic: A urve of Recent Development and Deciion” New Orlean ar Aociation,
Jan. 25, 2024.

“Cla Counel Fee Award: Navigating Increaed Judicial crutin” trafford Weinar, Jan. 11,
2024.

“thical Iue in Cla Action” American Aociation for Jutice Weinar, Dec. 5, 2023.

“Legal thic and Profeionalim: A urve of Recent Development and Deciion” New
Orlean ar Aociation, Nov. 9, 2023, and Lat Chance CL, Louiiana Aociation for Jutice,
New Orlean, La., Dec. 7, 2023.

“Working Together:  Force and/or  Choice – The Challenge, Advantage and
Diadvantage of Working with Other Firm” Injur oard ummit, ig k, Mont., Oct. 14,
2023.

“ettlement Conideration and Iue: Fee Charge, xpert Tied Up, and Failure to Produce
Trial Package” AAJ Ma Tort eminar, Philadelphia, Pa., Jul 14, 2023.

“What We Are Talking Aout When We Are Talking Aout ‘Cla Action’: Two Recent
xample: The Hard Rock Collape and the Dean Nuring Home Cae” LA ummer chool
for Lawer and Judge, andetin, Fla., June 6, 2023.

“Fee Iue in Cla Action” George Wahington Law Conference on Reolving Ma Tort in
Different Forum, Wahington, DC, Apr. 27, 2023.

Fault, AAJ Depoition College, Wahington, DC, Apr. 13-15, 2023.

thic Panel, “View on Financing Litigation”, NOA ench-ar Conference, Point Clear, Ala.,
Mar. 26, 2023.

Howard Twigg Memorial Lecture on Legal Profeionalim, Phoenix, Ariz., Fe. 6, 2023



Credential

ducation Clerkhip Admiion

“A Trial Lawer’ Journe Thought on the Profeion” Tenneee Trial Lawer Aociation,
Jan. 14, 2023.

“Vetting and Preparing Your xpert to urvive Dauert” NOA Mater of the Courtroom,
New Orlean, La., Dec. 15, 2022.

“Difficult Depoition: thic and trategie” LAJ Lat Chance, New Orlean, La., Dec. 10, 2022.

“Getting Older: Change in the Profeion” New Orlean ar Aociation, Dec. 9, 2022.

“Legal thic: Top Mitake in verda Practice” FA Weinar, Nov. 9, 2022.

“Finding the Right alance etween Your Own Client and the Greater Demand of the
Profeion” Injur oard ummit, Cliff Houe, Maine, Oct. 24, 2022.

“The Road Ahead: Recent Law on Trucking Cae Update from the Court” LAJ Fall
Conference, ept. 23, 2022.

“eller Liailit” AAJ Annual Convention, Product Liailit ection CL, eattle, Wah., Jul 18,
2022.

“thic Update” Miiippi Aociation of Jutice Annual Convention, New Orlean, La., June
23, 2022.

“The how Mut Go On: Learning From Your Mitake” AAJ New Lawer oot Camp, Vail,
Colo., Ma 28, 2022.

“Witne Preparation” AAJ New Lawer oot Camp, Vail, Colo., Ma 27, 2022.

“Litigation Management” Harri Martin MDL Conference: The Current Ma Tort Landcape
Infant Formula, Philip CPAP, Hernia Meh, and More, New Orlean, La., Mar. 30, 2022.

“Confidentialit Order and ecrec Agreement” Virtual Coffee Hour, Ma. Academ of Trial
Lawer, Mar. 18, 2022.

“hould the hipowner Act of 1851 e Repealed, Modified or Untouched?” hipowner
Limitation of Liailit mpoium, Loola Maritime Law Journal, New Orlean, La., Fe. 18, 2022.

“The Trial Lawer’ Journe: Reflection on Change in the Profeion” Academ of New
Orlean Trial Lawer, Jan. 19, 2022.

J.D., magna cum laude, from Tulane Univerit chool of Law, 1994

Order of the Coif

.A. from Dartmouth College, 1991
Jutice Harr T. Lemmon of the Louiiana upreme Court, 1994-1995
Louiiana

Arizona



Recent New
ee All New

Notale Ranking

U.. upreme Court

U.. Ditrict Court for the ater, Wetern, and Middle Ditrict of Louiiana

U.. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal

U.. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal

U.. econd Circuit Court of Appeal

U.. leventh Circuit Court of Appeal

Mar 27, 2026

uper Lawer® Recognize 25 Fihman Hagood Attorne & Name
endana, Herman, Manthe, and Nole to "Top" Lit

Mar 23, 2026

Fihman Hagood Litigator teve Herman Named to erkele Law’ Civil
Jutice Reearch Initiative oard

https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/news
https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/news/super-lawyers-recognizes-twenty-five-fishman-haygood-attorneys-names-bendana-herman-manthey-and-nobles-to-top-lists/
https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/news/fishman-haygood-litigator-steve-herman-named-to-berkeley-laws-civil-justice-research-initiative-board/
https://chambers.com/lawyer/stephen-j-herman-usa-5:201237


https://chambers.com/lawyer/stephen-j-herman-usa-5:201237
https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/stephen-j-herman/141771
https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/stephen-j-herman/141771


https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/stephen-j-herman/141771
https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/stephen-j-herman/141771
https://profiles.superlawyers.com/louisiana/new-orleans/lawyer/stephen-j-herman/e552081e-ee65-4b41-b27b-9e32ef8dc17a.html
https://profiles.superlawyers.com/louisiana/new-orleans/lawyer/stephen-j-herman/e552081e-ee65-4b41-b27b-9e32ef8dc17a.html
https://profiles.superlawyers.com/louisiana/new-orleans/lawyer/stephen-j-herman/e552081e-ee65-4b41-b27b-9e32ef8dc17a.html
https://profiles.superlawyers.com/louisiana/new-orleans/lawyer/stephen-j-herman/e552081e-ee65-4b41-b27b-9e32ef8dc17a.html

