
Practice Focu

uine anking and Finance Real tate

Aout
cott Willi practice primaril in the area of commercial tranaction, negotiated acquiition, anking,
and commercial real etate acquiition, development, and financing.

“[cott] i a fantatic lawer.” —Real tate Client, Chamer and Partner

Acro hi career, cott ha conitentl held leaderhip role in major profeional organization
focued on real etate, anking, and tranactional law. He i a fellow of the American College of Real
tate Lawer (ACRL) and erve a ecretar of it 2026 oard of Governor. He i alo a memer of
the American College of Mortgage Attorne (ACMA), where he erve on the oard of Regent.

cott frequentl lecture on commercial tranaction and legal opinion iue and ha erved a a guet
lecturer at LU Law chool, where he i alo an emeritu memer of the Alumni oard of Trutee.

xperience

terling cott Willi
Partner

 willi@fihmanhagood.com

 504.586.5264

 504.949.8113

erved a counel to unrie Food International in connection with the etalihment of the
firt U.. dedicated natural grain facilit at the Port of New Orlean.

https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com
mailto:swillis@fishmanhaygood.com
tel:504.586.5264
tel:504.949.8113
https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/corporate-law/business-banking-and-finance/
https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/corporate-law/commercial-real-estate/
https://www.acrel.org/acrel/default.asp
https://www.acrel.org/acrel/Officers_And_BOG.asp
https://www.acmaatty.org/


Profeional Activitie & Communit Involvement
Profeional Activitie

erved a counel to the New Orlean Convention Center, which control the majorit of a 47-
acre propert along the eat ank of the Miiippi River, in negotiation for the mater
development of and ground leae for the $1 illion mixed-ue River Ditrict development
project; current plan include a new office uilding to houe hell Oil’ Gulf of Mexico
headquarter, a Top Golf entertainment complex, and approximatel 900 mixed-income
apartment and condominium, including pace for thoe qualifing for affordale or workforce
houing rent.

$60 million acquiition of the Pan American Life uilding in New Orlean  tirling Propertie,
which tranaction wa referenced in The Wall treet Journal on Decemer 8, 2010, a it “Deal
of the Week.”

Roue upermarket’ acquiition of the outhern diviion of A&P upermarket and
uequent expanion to 80 plu tore, including the leaing, contruction and remodeling of
numerou facilitie.

Acquiition, financing, and tranfer of over two dozen hotel development.

Fauji Fertilizer’ acquiition, dimantlement, hipping, and redevelopment of a large chemical
facilit from Louiiana to Pakitan.

Acquiition and financing of The Canal Place mixed-ue development in Louiiana.

Development and financing of everal aove ground and elow ground natural ga torage
facilitie.

tirling Propertie’ development of the River Chae and Fremaux mixed-ue communitie in t.
Tamman Parih, the Amaador Town Center in Lafaette, the Mid-Cit Market in New
Orlean, and Target-anchored hopping center in oier Cit and Lafaette.

Acquiition and later ale of a leading fuel and luricant upplier.

Numerou helicopter and marine veel financing.

Regularl repreent orrower in ndicated commercial real etate financing.

Preident of the firm’ affiliated title compan, Commercial Title Agenc, Inc., agent for
Fidelit National Title Inurance Compan, Firt American Title Inurance Compan, Chicago
Title Inurance Compan and tewart Title Guarant Compan.

American College of Real tate Lawer (ACRL): Fellow; ecretar, 2026 oard of
Governor; Pat Chair, Attorne’ Opinion Committee

American College of Mortgage Attorne (ACMA): Memer; oard of Regent; Pat Chair,
Opinion Committee

American ar Aociation Real Propert Trut and tate Law ection: Pat Chair, tanding
CL Committee; Former upervior Council Memer; Pat Chair, Committee on Legal
Opinion

https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/news/fishman-haygood-provides-counsel-to-convention-center-on-leases-master-development-of-1b-mixed-use-river-district-project/


Communit Involvement

Recognition

Media

Pulication Preentation

Memer, oard of Director, Working Group on Legal Opinion Foundation

Pat Chair, Louiiana anker Aociation ank Counel Committee

meritu Memer, LU Law chool Alumni oard of Trutee

Pat Chair, New Orlean ureau of Governmental Reearch

Chamer UA: anking & Finance and Real tate, ince 2004

uper Lawer, Real tate, anking, uine & Corporate, ince 2007

<i>Inide New Orlean'</i>: Reader' Favorite lite Lawer Lit for anking and Financial Law,
Real tate Law, 2025

uper Lawer: Top 50 Louiiana Lawer, 2012-2015; 2017

et Lawer®: “Lawer of the Year," quipment Finance Law, New Orlean, 2012, 2017, 2021, 2025

New Orlean Magazine: Top Lawer Lit for Real tate Law, 2021, 2024, 2025

The et Lawer in America®, anking and Finance Law, Corporate Law, quipment Finance
Law, and Real tate Law, ince 2005

et Lawer®: “Lawer of the Year," Real tate Law, New Orlean, 2020

et Lawer®: “Lawer of the Year," anking and Finance Law, New Orlean, 2016 and 2018

Lawdragon: 500 Leading Real tate Lawer, 2025

New Orlean uper Lawer: Top 50, 2013-2015; 2017

International Who' Who of uine Lawer Real tate ince 2011

Who' Who Legal: Thought Leader Gloal lite 2020, Real tate

Author, “Managing Profeional Liailit Rik in Preparing Legal Opinion,” ALI CL: The
Practical Real tate Lawer, March 2025.

ditor, Opinion Matter, the newletter of the Legal Opinion Committee of the AA Real
Propert, Trut and tate Law ection.

Co-author, “Title Inurance or Title Opinion Letter?” 7 No. 1 RAL PROP. TR. & T. O.M. 11,
pring/ummer 2023.

Co-editor, “Uniform Commercial Code Opinion in Real tate Finance Tranaction” 
ACMA, ACRL and RPT. 53 RAL PROP. TR. & T. L. J. 137, Fall/Winter 2018.
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http://www.superlawyers.com/louisiana/lawyer/Sterling-Scott-Willis/e57f703f-d894-4fe9-b39b-0312c140c776.html
https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/sterling-scott-willis/29663
https://www.myneworleans.com/businesses/lawyers/?tdb-loop-page=1
https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/sterling-scott-willis/29663
https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/sterling-scott-willis/29663
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https://www.lawdragon.com/guides/2025-08-22-the-2025-lawdragon-500-leading-real-estate-lawyers
http://www.superlawyers.com/louisiana/lawyer/Sterling-Scott-Willis/e57f703f-d894-4fe9-b39b-0312c140c776.html


Credential

ducation Admiion

Recent New
ee All New

Notale Ranking

Co-editor, “Local Counel Opinion Letter in Real tate Finance Tranaction,” A upplement
to the Real tate Finance Opinion Report of 2012  ACMA, ACRL and RPT, 51 RAL
PROP. TR & T. L. J. 137, Fall 2016.

Author of Article 9 Remedie in Wet’ Louiiana tatute Annotated Code of Civil Procedure
Co-preenter, “Follow-On Opinion in Financing Tranaction,” American College of Mortgage
Attorne 2025 Annual Meeting, Oct. 2025.

Podcat guet, “Third Part Legal Opinion,” The Deep Dirt Dive — A Real tate Law Podcat,
American College of Real tate Lawer, Jul 2025.

Memer of the drafting group for the AA/ACRL Real tate Opinion Letter Guideline 38
RAL. PROP. PRO. & TR. J. 241, 2003.

J.D. from Louiiana tate Univerit, 1983

Aociate ditor of the Louiiana Law Review

Order of the Coif

.A. from Louiiana tate Univerit, 1980
Louiiana

Apr 10, 2026

Fihman Hagood Repreent Dano Group Holding in Acquiition of
AXion Logitic

Mar 27, 2026

uper Lawer® Recognize 25 Fihman Hagood Attorne & Name
endana, Herman, Manthe, and Nole to "Top" Lit

https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/news
https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/news/fishman-haygood-represents-danos-group-holdings-in-acquisition-of-axion-logistics/
https://fishmanhaygood.com.staging.tenrec.com/news/super-lawyers-recognizes-twenty-five-fishman-haygood-attorneys-names-bendana-herman-manthey-and-nobles-to-top-lists/
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